
Nevada Northern Railway East Ely Yards and Shops 

National Historic Landmark 

The Nevada Northern Railway, established in 1905, is a National Historic Landmark 

located in Ely.  This national treasure is a “living” interactive museum featuring 

operating steam and diesel train rides and unique opportunities such as the “Be the 

Engineer” program.  Included with the train rides are tours of the grounds and 

Engine House.  These guided tours explain the important history of the railroad, 

including its significance to White Pine County copper mining and the nation as a 

whole.   

 

At the East Ely Railroad Depot Museum, researchers find the museum’s vast 

document collection a great help.  This archive contains thousands of documents 

ranging from payroll ledgers to original right-of-way maps that represent the history of 

the Nevada Northern Railroad. 

 

This quintessential symbol of the pioneering American spirit has been embraced by 

a variety of diverse cultures over the course of history.  The Steptoe Valley Flyer was 

pulled by Locomotive 40, now an official symbol of the State of Nevada.  The Flyer 

carried about 4.5 million people, mainly immigrants, into White Pine County from 

1910-1941. 

 

The Nevada Northern Railway National Historic Landmark is an inspiring example 

of Nevadan history and culture. 

 

For more information on the Nevada Northern Railway please visit:  

http://www.nnry.com/ 


